422        _______________Sri Raghavendra

consecration of Maha Brindavana, the Brindavana
pravesh, the Thomas Munroe episode and the like, could
really be seen in my mind's eye, through your book. It
occurred to me then that your book was playing the role
of a friend and also was a source of counsel to me.
Indeed your seva is worth the trouble you have taken in
your life. It is something beyond the realms of mundane
existence.'

Sri Rao had brilliantly sketched in his letter that true
to what he had been told in his dream by an unknown
person, my book had been a good companion and a
guide to him and through it he has had the good fortune of
knowing about the various incidents that took place in the
life of a great saint. He had concluded the letter citing a
bizarre experience of his in which he was the recipient of
Sri Raghavendra's bountiful grace, which episode is
covered in the next few pages.




It was some time in 1946-47.

There was a land dispute at Chennasamudram
village, situated at the meeting point of Vellore, Arcot
roads.

Sri Kuppanna Rao started for that village in
connection with the affair, in the company of his uncle
Bhimanna Rao, nephew Nagaraja Rao and his friend
Srinivasa Rao.

They all reached Vellore first. Vellore was satirically
described in olden days as a place without a temple